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Major Latin American Nations Support Panamanian Claims
Against United States
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, July 8, 1987
On July 1, in a special session of the Organization of American States (OAS) political commission
called by Panama, Latin American nations issued a vote of overwhelming support for Panama City's
charges against US intervention. Seventeen members cast votes in favor of the Panamanian position,
eight abstained, and one against (the United States). Favoring the resolution denouncing US actions
were Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Guatemala, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela. Abstentions were
cast by Antigua-Barbuda, Costa Rica, Grenada, Haiti, Honduras, Santa Lucia, San Cristobal and
Trinidad & Tobago. The OAS Ambassador from Panama, Roberto Leyton, claimed the current
political crisis in his country had been fomented in part, by the United States in its efforts to create a
theater of war in Central America. In this context, he said, the transfer of the Panama Canal in 1999
may be aborted. Leyton opened the debate saying that the Senate resolution was preceded by an
increase in the US military presence in Panama, without authorization by Panamanian authorities,
and in open violation of treaties regarding the transfer of the Canal. Chile joined the Contadora
nations (Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela) in expressing
concern over the June 26 resolution by the US Senate calling on Panama City to remove head of the
Panamanian Defense Forces, Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega, from his post during an "independent
investigation" of charges against him and others. The Mexican Ambassador, Antonio de Icaza, said
his government becomes concerned when declarations and resolutions of an interventionist type are
produced on the basis of unconfirmed accusations, and selectively used in a process or context of
distinformation. Such resolutions, he said, are suspected as part of an intention to modify domestic
and foreign policies of sovereign countries. US Ambassador William Pryce said such expressions
by the Congress are common practice in the life of democratic societies and contain no element of
coercion. Nor are such congressional resolutions acts of US intervention, he said, but rather should
be interpreted as expressions of US concern over the situation of human rights in Panama or in
whatever part of the world. He said no recent actions by Washington indicate plans to renege on
treaties to transfer the Canal to Panama in 1999. Venezuelan Ambassador Edilberto Moreno said the
Senate resolution has a special nuance, since similar processes by Latin American governments do
not exist which in some way seek to co-sponsor the foreign policy of the United States. Argentine
Ambassador Gaston de Pratgay stated that while the congressional resolution does not signify
specific actions taken by the US government, it can serve to alter the climate of relations between
the two countries. He added that in terms of the Canal treaties, "we are solidly behind Panama."
The Brazilian Ambassador to the OAS, Dario Castro Alves, said only that his government supported
Panama in an expression of general Latin American solidarity. Colombian Ambassador Leopoldo
Villar Borda said his country has emphasized on numerous occasions its support of the principle
of non-intervention, and that the vote in favor of Panama's claims is yet another reaffirmation of
this principle. The Peruvian Ambassador, Luis Gonzalez Posada, stated that in casting its vote for
continued solidarity with the Panamanian people, Peru wishes to point out that full implementation
of the Canal treaties is in the interest of all nations in the hemisphere. Uruguayan Ambassador
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Alfredo Platas said his country reiterates its traditional appeal for the fulfillment of the principles
contained in the OAS Charter, and hopes that good relations among its member nations prevail
over "circumstantial disagreements." Ambassador from Chile, Javier Illanes, said that in same
fashion as "so many times in the past, today we condemn any interventionist practice, whatever
its motivation," since such practices violate both norms and morality of international conduct.
The Paraguayan ambassador to the OAS declined to participate in the debate claiming "lack of
instructions" from his government. Ambassadors from Antigua, Dominica, El Salvador, San Vicente,
the Grenadines, and Surinam were absent. (Basic data from AP, AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE,
07/01/87)
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